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Wayne Sorenson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. Due to the guest speakers time 

constraints we determined to have the presentation prior to our chapter business meeting. 

Ed Hamaliuk introduced Nicole Goehring, M.L.A. (Edmonton Castle Downs Constituency) and she 

received a very warm welcome. She thanked everyone for coming to our meeting. She stated 

that she had a caucus meeting to attend and had to leave our meeting at 1:50 p.m., however she 

also brought some of her staff members with her and she requested them to deal with any 

question we may have at the end of our meeting. 

She said she currently lives in Castle Downs and has 3 children. She made us aware that her 

constituency boundaries will change just prior to the next provincial election. We were given 

encouragement to reach out to her constituency office regarding provincial matters. 

Besides being an M.L.A. she is also the liaison for the Canadian armed forces thought out Alberta. 

She is also the chairperson of the Pacific N.W. Economic Region, which includes our American 

counter parts. 

In her constituency, funding is being provided for regenerated housing, and provincially 1.2 

Billion dollars has been allotted for expansion of Seniors Housing and homeless veterans will also 

be considered. 

She touched on the status of the Trans Mountain Pipeline. She indicated that Premier Notley is 

actively pursuing the Federal Government to establish and impose clear time lines to enhance 

the completion of this project in a timely fashion. This project will require 15,000 workers to build 

the pipeline and the spin off effects will create 37,000 jobs. 

We did have other questions that related to Castle Downs transit station, future of Northlands 

and Beaumaris upgrades. Nicole indicated that these questions relate to the City of Edmonton 

and encouraged us to us our advocacy skills and reach out to our city councillors to answer these 

questions. 

At the conclusion of her presentation she drew our attention to her handout titled, “Programs 

and Services for Seniors – Quick Facts. Ed Hamaliuk thanked her for her presentation and 

presented her with a small token of our appreciation. 

We had a 10-minute coffee break and Lorne Murton commenced the business part of our 

meeting at 2:00 p.m. Lorne reviewed housekeeping issues, such as washroom location and 



emergency response plan. He also drew everyone’s attention to SUN pens and pamphlets that 

are available on our display table. 

Wayne Sorenson and the audience thanked Lorne for his input into starting our meeting. Wayne 

drew attention the tasty pastries that Save -On-Foods donated for this meeting. Encouragement 

was given to our members to continue to give their business to them. A motion was made by 

Margaret VanHorne to give a package of pastries to the Edmonton Public Library staff, to show 

our appreciation. This motion was seconded by Bonnie Koster. The motion was carried. 

Ed Hamaliuk will continue to lobby Tim Hortons to provide free coffee for our meeting. 

Wayne reminded everyone that Northeast Edmonton Chapter minutes are available online at the 

SUN website (http://seniorsunitednow.com) for all to review. He asked if there are any errors or 

omissions in the September 13, 2018 minutes. Ed Hamaliuk moved, seconded by Bonnie Koster 

that the minutes be accepted as presented. Wayne asked for and received a show of hands that 

the minutes be accepted. 

Grace Yanda continues to do research regarding what should seniors do when they must move 

to a facility and they aren’t allowed to keep their pets. 

Wayne reviewed the Board Report, which outlines recent initiatives taken by the SUN Board. He 

also drew everyone’s attention to the SUNBURST magazine which promoted our newly 

developed Leadership Training program on the front page. 

At the conclusion of our meeting, Nicole Goehring’s staff indicated that they will research some 

of the questions asked by our members and correspond back the answers to Ed Hamaliuk. They 

will also provide us information on grants available to non-profit societies and advertising and 

promotional ideas and opportunities that could be helpful to SUN. 

Wayne reminded everyone that our next meeting will be held on Thursday November 8, 2018 

and the topic will be legal cannabis. 

George VanHorne won the 50/50 draw prize of $20.00. Any extra baking goods were given out 

as door prizes. 

 

Wayne adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. and wished everyone a safe return home.    

http://seniorsunitednow.com/

