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The Sherwood Park/Strathcona County chapter of Seniors United Now (SUN) was invited to 
participate in the Mayor’s Task Force on Community Housing. After several meetings and 
consultations, we provided our response in August to Mayor Roxanne Carr and the chairs of the 
task force, councilors Carla Howatt and Fiona Beland-Quest. 
SUN believes that it is time for the county to demonstrate that council is serious about 
increasing long-term sustainable housing options for seniors in our community. 
 
It was a positive step for the county to recently approve a loan of $22.5 million to the Heartland 
Housing Foundation for the expansion of Silver Birch Lodge. However, most of those units will 
be charging $2,200 per month and will ultimately eliminate the “functionally independent” lower-
income seniors who need to downsize and are just looking for a place to live in Strathcona 
County. Sherwood Park has the lowest number of available rental units per person in the 
greater Edmonton area. For example, the City of St. Albert has 1,019 units for their population 
of 63,000. We have 385 units for our Sherwood Park population of 64,000.  According to the 
2012 municipal census, there are 11,266 seniors living in our community — some who can no 
longer afford the increase of housing costs and/or are physically incapable of maintaining their 
homes. They will need alternative housing options. 
 
Statistics show that 24 per cent of our county seniors have an income below the “core need 
income threshold” and would qualify for subsidized housing. These are seniors who have lived 
here most of their lives, contributing to our community and have their friends and support 
systems close by. If these seniors are able to remain living here, then they will be able to 
provide continued revenue to local retail businesses, as well as their own dentists, doctors, hair 
salons, barbers, and other essential services. 
 
Action required: Our county council needs to acknowledge this need to develop seniors housing 
options, especially for lower-income seniors, by ensuring that rental and ownership units are 
available, as well as units for individuals with disabilities. 
SUN endorses the idea of designating county land for building seniors housing.  
 
Our county council could commit to cooperating in financial partnerships with governments 
(federal and provincial), support organizations (churches, community groups), and developers to 
design and deliver several unique and sustainable housing development options that will align 
with an overall “affordable housing” vision. 
This will only work if our ever-increasing senior population is included in the county’s plans for a 
livable community. To make this possible, shovels need to be in the ground sooner than later. 
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